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 2 Jul 2014, Hindustan Times (Lucknow), HT Correspondent, htcitykanpur@hindustantimes.com 

In a first, IIT-K to start online courses  

KANPUR: In a couple of months, students across the country would be able to benefit from the expertise of 

eminent academicians of the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (IIT-K).  

In a first-of-its-kind initiative, the institute is planning to introduce online courses in different disciplines to 

assist engineering students across the country.  

Dean of academics (DoA) at the IIT-K Dr Dheeraj Sanghi said, “In the first phase, an online course in 

computers would be  

started on an experimental basis. In case the effort receives good response, lectures in other disciplines would 

also begin.”  

Sanghi said modalities of the course and its syllabus were being developed. “The modalities are expected to be 

completed by August 1 and interested students would be able to take up the course from September,” he added.  

According to Sanghi, senior professors at the department of computer science and engineering were engaged in 

preparing the course and expert lectures related to it.  

It is not yet decided whether the course would be degree one or offer diplomas and certificates.  

Sanghi said, “The IIT-K would take technical support of Google in putting the lectures online while Tata 

Consultancy Services (TCS) would be engaged for conducting online examinations. The students pursuing the 

course would have the facility to interact with senior teachers through e-mail.”  

The fee structure is yet to be decided by the institute authorities. Senior professor at the computer science 

department, who did not wish to be named, said, “There has been a huge demand for online engineering 

courses. It would prove to be a boon for them.”  

58 of top 100 rankers of JEE opt for IIT-B 

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx# 

MUMBAI: Out of the top 100 all-India rankers of the Joint Entrance Exam (Advanced), 58 have secured 

admission at IIT-Bombay, including the topper, Chitrang Murdia, who hails from Rajasthan. The first merit list 

for centralised admission across 16 Indian Institutes of Technology and Indian School of Mining, Dhanbad, was 

declared on Tuesday.  

This has further established the reputation of the institute as the most popular of all the IITs. Last year, 67 of the 

top 100 All-India rank holders took admission at IIT-B.  

IIT- Delhi has emerged as the second most popular institute after IIT-B, with 36 of the top 100 rank holders 

securing admission there, followed by four in IIT-Madras and two in IIT-Kanpur.  

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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State toppers Kapil Vaidya and Shalaka Kulkarni (among girls) also secured admission at IIT-B in the 

Computer Science and Electrical Engineering streams respectively.  

With 41 out of the 58 top rankers opting for Computer Science at I I T- Bombay, t he course remained the most 

popular, followed by Electrical Engineering which found 11 takers.  

After the first merit list, only three seats across all branches are left for the consecutive rounds at IIT-B. Those 

who have secured admissions have till July 4 to confirm their seats. The second and third rounds of counselling 

are scheduled for July 7 and July 12 respectively.  

A mere 73 out of the total 9,784 seats across all 16 IITs and ISM Dhanbad are available for the second round, 

letting the hopes of many aspirants down.  

K Narsimhan, JEE Advanced head at IIT-Bombay, said some students might not confirm their admission in the 

institutes they secured admission in the first round if it was not their first choice.  

“However, those who get into top IITs such as Bombay, Delhi, Madras and Kanpur, barely change their mind. 

So students who have not featured in the first list are less likely to get into these four sought after IITs,” he said.  

 

According to MK Panigrahi, Chairman of the JEE Advanced, there has been a slight rise in the number of 

students making it to the first list, despite there being a fall in the number of seats available this year.  

Students perform better in boards for IIT eligibility  

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx# 

NEW DELHI: Children have performed better this year across different boards – as has been revealed by the 

higher 20 percentile cuts offs of different boards that were put on the JEE (advanced) website on Tuesday. As 

students competed to make it to the 20 percentile, the cut-off required to be in that bracket has gone up 

substantially.  

The 20 percentile cut offs for different boards varies from 93.03 % in Andhra Pradesh board to 51% in Tripura.  

The government had introduced a new format for IIT selection in 2013 that had pushed students to do better in 

their board exams. In this format, only the top-20 percentile students from each board could be eligible to get 

admission in the IITs. Before 2013, the only eligibility criteria that was required was admission to IITs was to 

get a 60% in the board exams.  

Former president of IIT Delhi Faculty Forum Sanjeev Sanghi THE GOVT INTRODUCED A NEW FORMAT 

FOR IIT SELECTION IN 2013 THAT HAD PUSHED STUDENTS TO DO BETTER IN THEIR BOARD 

EXAMS told HT: “It has been two years since the format was introduced. It is time we go for a review of it and 

fix it at a certain level. We had earlier also suggested that there should be an option of either 20 percentile or 
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80%, whichever is lower. The percentile system does not work favourably for the boards that give very high 

marks.”  

Agrees Dheeraj Sanghi, a professor at IIT Kanpur: “The 20 percentile system is a good criteria for making the 

students more focussed on boards. The problem arises when some boards start giving marks liberally. While 

this does affect IIT admissions to some extent, the bigger problem is for NIT admissions. We should review this 

format and what it has achieved in two years.”  

 

FYUP fiasco: Who is to blame?  

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx#  

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS Did the UGC act at the behest of the MHRD? Is the DU VC 

responsible for the FYUP mess? HT Education finds the answers 

When human resource development (HRD) minister Smriti Irani was asked to speak on the standoff between 

Delhi University (DU) and the University Grants Commission (UGC) over the former’s fouryear undergraduate 

programme (FYUP), the minister refused to comment on the matter, urging the media to not compel her to 

“breach constitutional propriety.” Questions were raised on whether the UGC had the authority to issue a diktat 

asking DU to scrap the FYUP and whether the ministry would intervene.  

HT PHOTO Delhi 

University’s decision to roll back FYUP has come as a great relief to students who wanted the three-year programme 

back  

Interestingly, it was the Central gover nment which had exercised powers vested in it under section 20( l) of the 

UGC Act, 1956, and issued directions on June 20, 2014 to the UGC to ensure the implementation of the 

National Policy on Education ( NPE) 1986, specifically in respect of the educational structure. “It was to further 

ensure that no university or institution of higher education violates the academic structure of 10+2+3 in respect 

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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of undergraduate programmes in general higher education, and further directed the Commission to issue 

necessary directive to the University of Delhi to adhere to NPE 1986 and also take all such measures as deemed 

necessary to ensure implementation of the NPE, 1986,” states the UGC order.  

According to MM Ansari, UGC member, “UGC’s secretariat has acted at the behest of MHRD, which has used 

emergency powers to direct UGC u/s 20(1) of the UGC Act to ask DU to scrap FYUP. The UGC has complied 

with MHRD dictate, as a good post office does, without taking the full commission in confidence. The legality 

of this action of UGC may be disputed. While UGC’s secretariat may justify its stand of acting fast on MHRD’s 

direction, without seeking endorsement of full commission, DU’s vice chancellor has no powers which enable 

him to ignore statutory bodies of the university, namely Academic and Executive Councils, on matters of 

approvals of various courses, such as the ones in question. It is to be seen during the ensuing days as to how 

DU’s VC will get undone what the proponents of FYUP in the university claim to have legally accomplished.”  

As a responsible institution, DU attempted to modernise its undergraduate degree programme on the pattern of a 

few universities in India and abroad. “The FYUP was conceived and launched in a short span of time so as to 

quickly address issues such as shortage of skilled persons, establish closer linkages with the job market and to 

integrate the Indian higher education systems and structure with the global practices. The intentions of DU, the 

objectives of the FYUP and the integrity of the proponents of the programme cannot be questioned on academic 

grounds. There are, however, unanswered questions pertaining to the elements and contents of the course as 

well as processes that have been followed in design and development of FYUP. These could be rectified over 

time,” says Ansari.  

The DU VC, according to Ansari, is responsible for providing academic leadership as well as ensuring effective 

administration of the university. “He is expected to function autonomously but he has not been allowed to do so 

by the HRD ministry and UGC. The VC was under immense internal and external pressure and threatened of 

stoppage of government funding support. His authority has been undermined and VC has been humiliated. This 

has never happened in the past,” he says.  

Abha Dev Habib, member of the DU executive council, holds DU responsible for the FYUP mess. “I hold the 

university responsible as it refused to address the issues even as the students enrolled in FYUP expressed their 

discontentment with its poor content and structure. The university, instead of engaging with the issues, focused 

on marketing FYUP through distribution of laptops and marks inflation. The university refused dialogue with 

collective bodies, DUTA and DUSU. This attitude of the DU VC was an extension of the manner in which 

FYUP and semesterisation were bulldozed without debate and discussion and through subversion of statutory 

bodies. Both semesterisation and FYUP were pushed by the then HRD minister Kapil Sibal. Last year, before 

the launch of FYUP, we raised issues of violation of the NPE, lack of infrastructure, additional financial burden 

on students, a faulty structure which offered same curriculum for three different degrees and the ill-thought 12 

compulsory foundation courses. As the VC refused to engage with the issues, we approached other agencies 

responsible towards the university even last year and sent representations to UGC, the HRD minister, and the 

visitor. But in the name of autonomy, autocracy was allowed,” says Habib. Suppression of debate and hasty 

implementation cannot produce excellence, she adds.  

Ansari says that certain deficiencies can easily be found in every programme, including FYUP, which require 

continuous efforts to revise the courses content, its teaching and evaluation systems. “It does not, however, 

mean that the entire programme should be scrapped at the whims of non-teaching staff and the students who are 

affiliated to various political parties,” he adds.  

Experts believe that the entire FYUP controversy sets out a dangerous precedent for 700 universities and 40,000 

colleges in India. “In fact, certain structural deficiencies of FYUP, the way it fits with the NPE and the process 

of approvals by various statutory bodies of DU, including the then government at the Centre, were duly pointed 

out both inside the DU, the UGC and outside, too. No one, however, paid due attention to the basic objections 
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to FYUP due to political and administrative support provided to DU by the MHRD and the UGC, which 

cooperated and functioned in tandem. The deficiencies of FYUP were ignored,” adds Ansari.  

HRD Minister Received a Proposal for Establishing an IIT in 

Jammu 

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/hrd-minister-received-a-proposal-for-establishing-an-iit-in-jammu-

1404280022-1 

Minister of Jammu & Kashmir State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions Jitendra Singh has asked 

Human Resource Development Ministry to mull over setting up another Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) 

campus in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Sing told HRD Minister Smriti Irani that state J & K possess great potential to produce commendable engineers. 

He added that Jammu’s geographical and logistical advantages can prove to be an ideal place for opening such 

an institute. 

At present, total 16 Indian Institutes of Technology are run within India, at different cities --Bhubaneswar, 

Mumbai, Mandi (Himachal Pradesh), Delhi, Indore, Kharagpur, Jodhpur, Kanpur, Madras, Gandhinagar, Patna, 

Roorkee, Ropar (Punjab), (Banaras Hindu University) Varanasi, Hyderabad, and Guwahati. 

Union Minister Jitendra Singh, proposed, HRD Minister Irani to set up an IIT in Jammu. Upon this, Irani 

assured him to take this idea forward to be put in a right way, as per the release by personnel in Ministry. 

Besides the IIT proposal, Singh also brought up various other issues related to J-K to the notice of HRD 

Minister. He urged to streamline the appointment of faculty as well as Vice Chancellors in various varsities in J-

K. In addition, he suggested the optimal utilization of Central University, Jammu and another central campus be 

set up in Ladakh. Another request was made for an upgrade of the existing campus of Jammu University at 

Kathua region. 

For betterment and for more avenues in education sector in the state, Singh asked Irani to set up a Kendriya 

Vidyalaya in Doda, for which the land will be offered by taking permission from the government. 

Irani seeks suggestion from IITs on curriculum changes at 

school level 

http://post.jagran.com/irani-seeks-suggestion-from-iits-on-curriculum-changes-at-school-level-

1404200519 

New Delhi: Union HRD Minister Smriti Irani has asked IITs to suggest curriculum changes at the school level 

so as to align them with higher educational institutions and help in setting up innovation labs at district level to 

infuse a culture of research and innovation among students. 
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